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Extract From The Encyclopedia Of Religion And Ethics, Volume V :

Hindu : Although in the Rigveda no clear statement of Judgment is found, and Yama
appears mainly as king of the region of bliss, yet he is to some extent an object of terror, and a dark
underground hell is spoken of as the fate of evil-doers (iv. 5.5, vii 104.3, ix-73.8)....... The later views
differ widely from this, through the gradual introduction of the belief in transmigration, while Yama is
now the judge of the dead.....In the Upanishads re-birth in various conditions, in heaven, hell or on
earth, appears as the result of ignorance of the true end of existence ...... Hinduism in all its forms
endorses this view. All go to Yama over a dreadful road, on which the pious fare better than the
wicked. Yama or Dharma judges and allots the fate. Through endless existences and re-births --- in
human, animal, or plant forms --- alternated with lives in the heavens or hells, the soul must pass.

Buddhist : In Buddhism the idea of karma afforded an automatic principle of judgment,
thrson after death entered upon an existence, higher or lower, according to his actions.
At death, the force resulting from actions combined with clinging to existence causes creation of the five
skandhas, or constituent elements of being. This is so swift that there is hardly any break in the
continuity of personality, which is thus re-created in one of the six states ---gods, men, asuras, animals,
plants, pretas, or inhabitants of one of the hells.(p.375)

SN eyl c trn 2o iKbb e 23 e L o L Ul L(}nu‘@% Wuw?
e e RE T ST ST U S S
Conclusion : The ideas regarding the end of the world which are found in most eschatologies
may be regarded as mythical speculations prompted by knowledge of actual catastrophes in Nature
and of its phenomena. The world, as science teaches, and as the speculations of men suggested, must

have an end; but they pictured that end in lurid colours, while generally anticipating after it a new
order. (p. 391)
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The stars themselves are moving through space - some at tremendous speeds -- but so vast is our

distance from them that their position do not appear to the naked eye to alter,even in a century. ( The

Marvels & Mysteries of Science - p. 82.)
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